damental and damnabie Error, 
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Curious Amufements the INGENIOUS, 


Perform’d aSOCIETY GENTLEMEN. 


Olferve it is 4 common 

Exprefion among Di- 
vines to fay, that fuch 
and fuch a Point in Re- 
ligion ss Fundamental : 
Upon which it is obvions 
to enquire, whether there 
9 ae any Points in Reli- 
1) gion that are not funda- 
, mental, fince they are all 
equally revealed by God, 
and upon that Seors it feems & great an Frror, and as 
acftruttive of Salvation to repodt ome Point as another, 


becaule Ged’s Viracety as equaly smpugned Ly rsjeting 


one as ansther. Uf you think A:gument infuffictent, 
I defi e you to give mea Catalegue of Potnts tha: are fune 
damental, that I may be abie t. dfiinguifh them from 
thofe that are not fo. 

A. miuft be allowd, that for any Man to reje& 
the leaft Thing, that he knows to be revealed by 


God for a Truth, is a damnab'e Sin, be-au‘e he does. 


in efe& charge God with Falfehood: Nay, though 
he only believes the Thing to be sevealed by God, 


and though thar Belief icfcif be erroneous, yet if he 


does not affenc ro it, he is guilty of tne {ame Sin of 
Derogation from God's Veracity, For the calling af 
God’e Veracity into Queftion is in any wife a tun- 
Bat this Argumenr 
does not deftroy the Diftintion of Points into Funda- 
mental and ne: Fundamental ; as appears by barely 


-confidering the ufual Definition of them : Points fun- 


damental being thofe only, which are revealed by 
Ged, and commanded to be preached by all, and be- 
lieved by ali: Bur Points not fandamenral, otherwife 


_ called circumftanrial, are {uch, as though God re- 


vealed them, ver tke Paftors of the Church are riot 
band under Pain of Damnation to teach them par- 
ticularly every Where to all Men, and the People 
may be fecurely ignorane of them. For Inftance, 


—Chaf’s Refurrection from the Dead is a tundamemal 


Point neceflary to be believed by all Chriftians ; bur 
not fo his raifing of Lazarus from the Dead, bis 
Fafting and Tempration in the Wihernéls, and o- 
ther particnlar Actions recorded of him, becaule the 


Belief of themis not propofed in Scripture as neceffa- 


ry to Salvation, as the firft is. Only it is ro 


be obferved, that we do not here oppofe Belief even 


of thefe circamftantial Points to Disbelief (which 
we have already granted damnable, ptovided Gods 
Veracity is thereby impugned ) bar to Ignorance, for 
a Man may be accidentally ignorant of them without 
Sis. Notwithftanding this we co nor pretend to 
give a Catalogue of fundamental Points, becaule none 
that can be givencan univerialiy ferve for all Men, 
and becaufe God requires more of them to whom 
he gives. more, and lels of them to whom he grves 
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lefs, To Infants and Mad Mea nothing is given, and 


nothing therefore will be required. To thofe up 


whom the Light of the Gofpel never thone this ond 


Article of natural Religion fer down by the. Apoitie 
to the Hebrews may perhaps be fufficient, viz. To 


believe that God 63; and that beis ch then 


that feek him. To the Generaliry of Chr:ftiany whe 
Apoftles Creed may be a fufficieht Summa’) of 
Or otherwife, withour delivering a Catalogue of Furtd 


for any one to believe that the Scriprure is aid 
contains all Things neceffary for Salvation, and cu 
ufe hrs urmoft Endeavour to find atd believe the rrué 


Senfe of ir, is fufficient for nis Salvation. Fur cone 


fidering variety of Circumftances, the Querift’s Res 
queft 1s no more reafonable, than if he thoud tex 
quire a Suit that fir all Srarures, 
Q. Gentlemen, heard Learnc! Men fay, 
that they did not believe there ever was fuch a Man as 
Job ; bue that the Book fo entituled tas On pi/cd under 
his Name, as an Example of cur Patience aid Refivna- 
tion to the Wilk of God in our greareft Aflidions and 
Misfortunes. As for the Land of bate wearth is 
wes fomewhere in Tdumeas but in whae Part my 
Maps do not difcover. defire Opinim as'to the 


Man, and likewife where bis Counery, Uz WB, and by 


what Name tis. now called. 

A, Wecan {ee no manner of Reafon to danbr that 
there was fuch a Man as fob: He is mentioned with 
all the Circumftances of a real Man: His Coanrry, 
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his Relations, his Friends, hit uanner of Lite, :his 


Poverty and Riches, his Age and Dearth are all Ar- 
guments for it: He is named atthe fame Tune with 
Noah and Daniel by Ezekiél ; why donot we there- 
fore doubr alfo whether thele ‘Three were feign- 
ed Names of Menthac never were. Or how does tt be- 
come the Gravity of an Apoltle to recommend rg us 
the Parience of a Man thar never had any orker Ex. 
iftence than in the Idea of the Author that feigned his 
Story? Does it become an inipired Author wo wrire 
a Romance? As for the Country of Fob, there.are 


‘ 
I 


damentals, it is {ufficient for us to fay in general, Tuag 


very good Reafors to prove that it was Arabia de- 


ferta; for iz is faid ro be fixwated inthe Kaft.with 
Refpe@& (no Doubr) to the Land of Canaan: He is 
faid to have the Sabeans for his. Neighbours, who 
were alfo Inhabitants of this Country, and aifg Chal. 
deans the next Barderers of it. The Country here 
abours was formerly and, the Peepic. 4u/ire, 
which bears feme Analogy. with Us or GZ the Son 


of Nabor mentioned, Gen.. 22.41. and in all Bro. 


bability is derived from thenee, 


Q, Gentlemen, Pray give us your Opinicy on Tra- 


gicomedy, for « modern Author Paper, ex- 
pofes that kind of athe mit ridiculous in 
Nature, but in my Opinion “he gives, very flen ior Reafons 
for it, and I know divers ingenious Genslemen of, tie 
fame Mind. | 


A. Thar Author is extreme Poficive in his Opini-. 


on in alt Things, and feems arropant ensagh 


that all fhou’d quote hmm with an sp/e dixits When 
perhaps very few are Vind of mure Eifots, nor to 


fay 
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fay fométimes direct ‘Blyinders : Nor wou'd it be very 
Uifficult ta fill another Paper, of the Length of his, 
with Inftances and Refutations thereof : Notwichftand- 
nig be takes much with our Young Sparks, whofe 
little Reading has not difcover'd whence he borrow- 
ed moft of his brighteft Thoughrs. Burt to the Pur- 
pofe in Hand: We are of Opinicn that Tragicomedy 
{ tho’ feldom undertaken either by Moderns or An- 


cients) is in many Things preferible to all other — 


Dramatic ; becaufe therein all forts of Affairs, great 
arid {inall, ferious and jocular, fuitable to our vari. 
ous Natures, may be properly comprifed ; for it in- 
cludes all Dramatic, as that does all Poetry ; Orame 
and Puem being plainly Synonymous : And tho it be 
fo diftinguith’'d, Tragicomedy is indeed but a !oftier 
kind of Comedy, wherein eminent Perfonages are 
reduc'd from a confus'd Beginning, to a fucccisful 
End. Notbing certainly can be more natural, for how 
can we {uppole any to pafs the Stagé of Life with. 
out viciflitude of Fortunes, and various Turns of Af- 
fairs ; or if it happens any Perfon does, {uch cannoc 
be fo fic a Subje@ tor’ Drame, fince.it does nor io na- 
—turally ftrike tbe Injagination, as what we meet with, 
which comes within the Sphere of Probability. We 
own that fuch low Comedy as borders on Farce, is 
‘00 mean to mix with noble Characters, and gives an 
ungrateful Shock to the Mird in the Performance : 
Bur fuch we think by itfelf. and when it is not fo ill 
-join’d, is too vulgar and empty an Ensertainment for 
a bright and polite Genius; but Tragicomedy, where 
the Pleafantry of it is, is clean and imart, and not 
derogating from the Characters, and where no Pie- 
bian Converfe is intermixt, is capable of giving more 
f{urprifing Turns (than which) nothing more affects 
ws) than either meer Tragedy or Comedy. 


Q. APOL LO, tho many 
| Lead fuch curfed Lives, 
They'd on any Terms, 
Gee rid of their Wives ; 
I'm not of their Number , 
a Wife I bave got, 
That # not fo really 
Free from a Blot. 
But what in partscular. 
Manner known, 
Is wearing a Face 
Which s3 none of ber own: 
My meaning wu this, 
She's given to Paint it, 
As many their Lives, 
When they feemingly faint 
Now once to Spectator, © 
| Did lately enforce, 
Argumegt the, 
For obtaining Divorce : 
But pray give your Fudgment, 
If tbe you think ought, — 
Or Merits at leaft, 
For fuch to be brought. 


STRBPHON. 


‘A, Tis ftrange how by Cuftom, 
Int’ Error we run, 
And what Merit Praifes, 
For Vices we fhun: — 
Tf a Lady bur Painrs, 
For a @rime it is took, 
‘As if there were Charms, © 
an ill-fayour'd Look. 
What Nature beftows, 
To our Praife cannot rife; 


Since Fools (tc encows, 
Mors oft than the Wile. 
t Art is our own, : 
And the Soul dues difplar, 
And every Thought, 
Is a Beautiful Ray. 
The Firf?t givesa Beaury, 
Which fades like a Flow’, 
The Laf?, fach as Time. 
Nor Old Age can devour. 
Of fach we can 
Ner {uppofed to Flatter, 
They fer, whensbey pica/e, 
| A good Face on the 
But oh! fome will fay, | 
(To maintain the 
A Lady that Pasnts, 
Seems a PiGure at bet: 
While fond!y they knew not, 
Whar Praife they beftow; 
ror where does the Life, 
Such Innocexece fhow, 
How many Fancy, 
‘They were in Jesv'n bere, 
If their Wives filent Pi@ures, 
Wou'd always appear, 
Then rejoice, 
For yOu have to Sing, 
Since @ Nymph you enjoy, 
 Srili in Bloom like the Spungs 
Who Biaiting Diieaics, ‘ 
And Wrinkles dches, 
And all the Affuuits 
| Of Old Age can defi: 
Or rather a Goddef;, 
Your Miffref is founJ, 
With Youth and with Heawu:y, 
Eternally Crown’d. 


The Title, Preface and Index to the Third 
Volume, will be pablifhed this Week, Sold hig 
Mayo, againt Water-Lane, Fieet-fireet ; where you 
may have the Firft’ Volume in 8vo, at 65. the ad. 
and 3d. in Folio, Gilt Edges and Lerter’d on the 
Back, at 125. each. | 
Noe, AllLetters with Queftions, in all Arts and 
Sciences, whether Serious, Comical, or Humorous, 
both in Profe and Poetry, will be anfwered in their 
own Stiles and Manner; and great Care will be taken 
to an{wer all f{nch as are worthy of the fame, as 
foon as fent, by directing them for the Britifh Apollo 
to be left at Mayo's over againik Water-Lane, Fleet. 
Street. S. Clark, Bookfeller in Burchin-Lane near the 
Royal-Exchange,and T. Harbin at the Rofe, over againft 
the King s-Head-Inn near Charing-Crof. | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AT the Office of Infurance on Marriage, in Bolt- Court, 


Fleet-Street, 


any Perfon by Paying 25. for 
Stamps and 2 s. y Paying 25. fora Policy, 


2s. towards each Marriage, until cheir own, 
Or the Marriage of any other Verfon may fecure to 
themfelves 2002, Note, tho’ this Office began but the 2d 
of Fanuary, there are above 1300 Subtcribers, out of 


_ which no mote than 26 Married this Yeat, who have re- 
celved from 121. to rgo at th 


: {mall Charge of 45. 
to 12 5. the 26 Claimants having paid no more than 
141, for 2500/, which will appear by their Receipts, 
which may be feen at the Ortice, ard the Perfons are all 
ready and willing to teflity the Truth hereof: Wherefore 
‘tisthoped theProfits, which are daily increafing, will induce 
all Perfons who confult their own Intereft to incourage 
this which has given fuch convincing Proofs by regular 


‘Payments of its Fairnels and Advantage, At the fame 


lace is a Second Infurance, where any Perfons paying 


fora Policy and Entrance, and 5s. towards each 


Marriage, may Secure to then:telyes so00/. Pro olals 
may be had Gratis 


| 
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LONDON: Printed and Sold by F. Mayo, at the Printing-Pre/s again Water-Lane,blect-Strethe 


C Where all Letters with Queftions are taken in.) Aad Aferpher, near Stationgr’s- Hal, 
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